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WHEN DECIDING ON WHAT KIND OF WOOD FLOORING TO BUY, MANY PEOPLE
DON’T CONSIDER THE CUT OF THE WOOD. MOST JUST THINK ABOUT WHAT
KIND OF WOOD THEY WANT. HOWEVER, THE CUT OF THE WOOD IS AN IMPORT-
ANT CONSIDERATION.

THE FOUR DIFFERENT CUTS OF WOOD

THERE ARE FOUR DIFFERENT CUTS OF WOOD THAT HAVE THEIR OWN DISTINCT
LOOK: LIVE SAWN, PLAIN SAWN, QUARTER SAWN AND RIFT SAWN.

LIVE SAWN

This cut of wood is the most common, cost-efficient N
and produces the least amount of waste when cut —
into planks. Each plank is cut straight off the log in iy
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This cut is best suited for those who want a more —
rustic look as you can see more of the log’s charac-
teristics.

PLAIN SAWN

This cut of wood is also common and is distin-
quished by it's sawing method. The board is cut,
turned 90 degrees, then cut again.

This cut also produces a minimal amount of waste,
and produces a cathedral grain pattern.

QUARTER SAWN

This cut of wood is distinguished by its grain pattern
that runs vertically and has a straight, striped ap-
pearance. Planks are cut by first dividing the log into
quarters, then live sawing the wood.

This cut has a higher cost due to the manufacturing
process and the lower yield of wood per plank.

RIFT SAWN

This cut of wood is the most expensive and least
common. The planks are cut perpendicular to the
tree’'s growth rings.

This cut can provide a more modern look through the
very linear grain pattern and is popular with oak and
maple species. However, it is difficult to get these types

of planks wider than four inches across.
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